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FOUNDER’S NOTE

As we enter our fourth decade, | am immensely grateful for the
accomplishments of the Center for Great Apes in providing exemplary care
for over 85 orangutans and chimpanzees. | am also filled with gratitude for
the amazing support we have received from our donors, volunteers, and
staff throughout the years.

When | founded the sanctuary in 1993, my goal was to establish a
permanent home for Pongo and Grub. This soon expanded to include
Christopher, Kenya, Noelle, and Toddy. A few years later, we welcomed
Butch, Chipper, Mari, Radcliffe, Knuckles, and Brooks, who all needed
sanctuary. As we grew, we continued to welcome great apes rescued or
retired from entertainment, research, and the pet trade. Thankfully, as our
population of apes expanded, so too did our memberships and donor
support, allowing us to provide the care these animals deserve.

Looking to the future, | am committed to ensuring the stability of support for
our cherished residents and those who will need a home in the years to
come.

Every gift makes a difference, but some create a lasting impact that extends
far into the future. By including the Center for Great Apes in your estate
plans through our Legacy and Planned Giving Program, you help ensure that
these orangutans and chimpanzees continue to receive the love,
enrichment, and lifelong care they deserve. No matter the size, a legacy gift
provides enduring support and allows us to plan confidently for the well-
being of each resident for years to come.

If you have already designated the Center for Great Apes in your will, trust,
or other planned giving arrangements, we would love to hear from you. By
doing so, you become an essential
member of our Legacy Society,

a community of compassionate
supporters dedicated to the
long-term well-being of the apes in
their sanctuary home.

We are truly grateful for all the help
you have provided to the great apes! |




JOIN. RENEW. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Every membership at the Center for Great Apes helps
provide lifelong care for the orangutans and
chimpanzees who call our sanctuary :
home. From nutritional diets to

expert medical care and daily
enrichment, your membership plays

a vital role in giving them the peaceful,
enriched lives they deserve.

As we continue to grow, we’re streamlining our
membership program to better serve you. Starting this
year, all memberships will follow a calendar-year
renewal schedule, making it easier to track, renew,
and stay connected without missing a beat.

By becoming a member or renewing your membership,
you're not only supporting the apes’ care but also
joining a compassionate community of people
committed to animal welfare and sanctuary values.

As a member, you'll receive:

e Exclusive updates with photos, stories, and
behind-the-scenes peeks

¢ |nvitations to members-only events and private

sanctuary experiences
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Renew or join today at
CenterforGreatApes.org/
membership
or scan the QR code

Your membership means everything to us and to them.

The Center for Great Apes is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and all contributions are
tax-deductible as allowed by law. Federal Identification Number: 65-0444725. We are
registered with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services, #SC-09272.

Center for Great Apes was recently featured in a
segment on Greater, a program by our local PBS station,
WEDU. The episode highlights the work we do here at
the sanctuary, and we’re honored by the opportunity to
bring more awareness to our mission. You can watch it
on our website at centerforgreatapes.org

BUBBLES DAY
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On Saturday, April 12th, a group of friends
and supporters gathered at the Center to
celebrate Bubbles Day. This event honored
Bubbles and his life journey, from his fame
alongside pop icon Michael Jackson to his
peaceful existence today in permanent
sanctuary care. Due to his renowned
background, Bubbles serves as an
ambassador for chimpanzees in captivity,
raising awareness in a wider circle of
society about the need for and benefits of
sanctuary care for great apes.

During the event, Mayor Keith Nadaskay
read a proclamation designating April 12th
as “Bubbles Day” in Wauchula. This
recognition celebrates not only Bubbles’
remarkable life but also the contributions of
the Center for Great Apes to the local
community, enhancing Wauchula’s
distinction as the home of the sanctuary.

The celebration continued with the
unveiling of a new statue of Bubbles,
generously donated by members of the
social groups Michael Jackson Fans - We
Are the World and Bubbles the Chimp -
Fans Around the World. This beautiful
tribute now stands as a lasting reminder of
the joy Bubbles brings to so many.



https://www.centerforgreatapes.org/membership
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JAM'S LOVE FOR SMALL SPACES (AND A BIG PERSONALITY TO MATCH!)

Orangutan Jam has always had a habit of finding the tiniest space possible and
making it work. Even as a youngster, he was drawn to tubs, buckets, and barrels.
Now a full-grown adult, he still squeezes into those same objects, no matter how
snug the fit.

One memorable moment came during a light rain when Jam perched on a blue barrel |
and pulled another completely over his head, leaving only his feet sticking out.
Whether it was his version of an umbrella or just a cozy hideout, it showed off his
playful personality and creative problem-solving.

This love for small spaces may be instinctual. In the wild, orangutans build compact
treetop nests and have been seen using large leaves to shield themselves from rain.
Jam seems to reflect those same natural behaviors in his own unique way.

Jam shares his habitat with Bailey, a spirited and
industrious female orangutan. Bailey is always up to somethlng, whether
it’s scrubbing walls, gathering dirt into bowls, or lounging in sudsy water.
She’s confident, clever,
and takes pride in her
many self-assigned tasks.

Together, Jam and
Bailey make a fun pair.
One is always busy with
a project, and the other
is always looking for the
perfect cozy spot.

CAHAYA KEEPS EVERYONE ON THEIR TOES

Life is never dull when Cahaya is around! At just five years old, this
spunky orangutan is full of energy, curiosity, and just the right amount
of mischief. She’s always on the move, climbing, exploring, and
stirring up playful trouble, especially when teasing her father, Archie.

One of her favorite games? A quick slap to Archie, followed by a mad
dash to her mother, Sunshine, for safety. It's a routine that happens
almost daily, with Cahaya clearly loving the chase. Archie, ever
patient, plays along. These afternoon sessions are filled with fun and
antics. It's heartwarming to witness the care and gentleness he shows,
even as he learns the complex social dynamics of orangutan family
life.

Watching this family interact is a wonderful reminder of the deep
emotional connections and rich personalities our great ape residents
possess. Cahaya may be a pint-sized bundle of energy now, but she’s
also helping her father learn, grow, and mature one playful slap at a
time.




APE-OLOGY: IN THE FIELD - LEARNING

WITH (AND FROM) THE APES

Ape-ology workshops have given members and
supporters a chance to dive deeper into the lives of the
orangutans and chimpanzees at the Center for Great
Apes. This past season, we took things further by
bringing the experience outdoors and onto the
sanctuary grounds.

Our new series, Ape-ology: In the Field, offers a more
hands-on, immersive experience. Participants spend
time outside, observing the apes up close and
connecting with their caregivers. While education
remains at the core, this new format brings learning
closer to where the apes live, giving guests the chance
to witness their behavior, enrichment activities, and
unique personalities in action.

Each session is held monthly from fall through spring
and focuses on a different topic, such as enrichment,
diet, social relationships, or communication. Guests
enjoy behind-the-scenes guided education and
meaningful time watching the apes in a peaceful
sanctuary setting.

We invite you to be a part of the next season of
Ape-ology: In the Field. Whether you're a longtime
supporter or visiting for the first time, these programs
offer a unique opportunity to learn, connect, and
experience the sanctuary in a whole new way.

Stay tuned for our fall schedule. We’'d love to welcome
you into the field.

We are excited to welcome veterinarian
Dr. Maria Spriggs to our team! She will be
collaborating with Dr. David Murphy, who has
been our CGA veterinarian for the past 28 years.

Dr. Spriggs hails from Ohio and earned both her
undergraduate degree and Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine from The Ohio State University.
Additionally, she obtained a PhD in Wildlife
Health from the University of Tennessee. She
completed her zoo veterinary medicine
internship under Dr. Murphy's guidance at the
Lowry Park Zoo (now Zoo Tampa)
and the Center for Great Apes.

Dr. Spriggs began her veterinary career at the
Mesker Park Zoo in Evansville, Indiana, where
she worked for five years. She then returned to
Tampa, spending the past 11 years as a staff
veterinarian at Busch Gardens, where she
gained extensive experience working with
great apes. We are thrilled to have Dr. Spriggs
on board to care for our orangutans and
chimpanzees, and we look forward to her
contributions in the future.




IT TAKES A VILLAGE: THE VITAL ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS AT THE CENTER
At the Center for Great Apes, every day runs on compassion ;. _'T:J‘P ety
and hard work, and much of that heart and dedication comes
from our incredible volunteers.

Volunteers are essential to our mission of providing lifelong care
to orangutans and chimpanzees. From helping behind the
scenes to greeting visitors during member tours, volunteers
bring energy, kindness, and extra helping hands that make a
world of difference.

Volunteers help us care for the sanctuary grounds, clean our
habitats, prepare healthy meals for the apes, and assist with
light maintenance, office projects, and community outreach
events. Each hour a volunteer gives stretches our resources,
completes meaningful work, and contributes directly to the
comfort and care of more than 65 great apes currently living at
the sanctuary.

If you've ever wanted to do something that truly matters, this is
your chance. Please inquire about our next volunteer
orientation by emailing volunteer@CenterforGreatApes.org or
apply online at www.CenterforGreatApes.org/volunteer.

Come lend your time and talents. The apes are waiting!
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We understand that planned giving is a personal
decision that may raise questions. We’re always here
to help and discuss your options confidentially and
without pressure. Whether you’re considering a
bequest, a gift of stock, or naming the Center as a
beneficiary of a retirement plan or life insurance
policy, we can help you take the next step.

Please contact us to learn more or to let us know
that you've included the Center in your plans. Your
legacy of compassion will make a world of
difference.

For more information or a confidential conversation,
contact the Legacy Team at
(863) 767-8903 or legacy@centerforgreatapes.org
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