CENTER FOR GREAT

S

P.O. Box 488
Wauchula, FL 33873
(863) 767-8903
CenterforGreatApes.org

Honorary Directors

Jane Goodall
Ph.D. DBE
Founder, Jane Goodall Institute

Dr. lan Singleton
Director
Sumatran Orangutan
Conservation Programme,
Indonesia
Board of Directors

Patti Ragan
Founder & President

Sue Dupré
Board Chair

John Gill
Vice President

Wally Baldwin
Secretary

Scott Peisner
Treasurer

Kevin Carmichael
Past Chair

Peter Cohen
Patrick Harris
Pat Kelly
Dr. Lindsey Matheson
Ronna Phelps
Lori Perkins
Jerry Warner

Jane Watkins

A A0 * % F ok

(1T/FHARITY NAVIGATOR

f“xlf/ Four Star Charity

PrimeApes

SPRING 2024 VOL. 18 NO. 1

WHAT IS "NONHUMAN PERSONHOOD," AND WHY
DOES IT MATTER FOR A GREAT APE?

Argentinian judge Elena Liberatori made the world- §
famous ruling that designated orangutan Sandra with
the legal status of nonhuman personhood. Visitors ask |
us what that means.

In past court cases involving the mistreatment or
neglect of great apes, the apes had no rights since
they were classed as property. In one particular case
involving the abuse of a young female chimpanzee
who was confiscated by authorities, the judge in that
hearing said that even though he was sad to return the
chimp to her previous situation of neglect, the chimp legally
had no more rights than a chair and was considered chattel.

The important significance of Sandra's status as a “nonhuman person” is
that she has the legal right as a sentient being to have choices, to be
respected, and to be treated with dignity. We feel that all our great ape
residents have these same rights... but Sandra's unique place as the first
orangutan in the world to receive this official and legal recognition has
raised public awareness about the treatment and rights of these intelligent
animals.

Judge Liberatori said that Sandra must go to a sanctuary, so in 2019
Sandra left the Buenos Aires Zoo and flew to the U.S. to become a resident
of the Center for Great Apes in Florida. The judge planned to visit Sandra
soon after her arrival here but was waylaid for a few years by the COVID
pandemic.

Continued on page 2

Judge Elena spends time with Jethro
and Sandra

San:j‘ra with Jethro in the background
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However, in November
20283, Judge Elena was
finally able to make the
trip to see Sandra and
meet her handsome

companion, Jethro. needs.

We were honored to have ©
the judge visit us for a few
days and spend time with
our staff and our great ape residents. She
was also accompanied by a Korean film

MEMBERSHIP

By becoming a member, you directly contribute to the
well-being of the orangutans and chimpanzees at the
sanctuary. Your support ensures they receive:

* Nutritious Food: Tailored diets that meet their specific

* Medical Care: Comprehensive veterinary services to
dg address both physical and psychological health.

Elena Liberatori * Enrichment Activities: Programs designed to stimulate
their minds and bodies, promoting natural behaviors
and improving their quality of life.

crew who has followed Sandra's legal As a member, you join a dedicated community of like-
journey for the past eight years. They finally minded individuals passionate about making a difference.

completed their documentary with Judge
Liberatori's happy reunion here with Sandra.

You will receive:
* Exclusive Updates: Behind-the-scenes stories, photos,

The documentary will be shown in Korea and videos that showcase the daily lives and progress
later this year, and will be aired on PBS in of our residents.
2025. Stay tuned for an update on that! * [nvitations to Special Events: Opportunities to engage

with our staff and other members and to see firsthand

the impact of your generosity.

Become a member today, or renew your membership
by visiting CenterforGreatApes.org/membership or

scanning the QR Code.
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The Center for Great Apes is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and all contributions are
tax-deductible as allowed by law. Federal Identification Number: 65-0444725. We are

registered with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services, #5C-09272.

WELCOME COCO-GEORGE-HARRY-LARRY

Larry, our newest resident, arrived a few months ago from a
closed safari park in Arkansas. He started his life as "Coco Jr."
when he was born in Missouri. While still an infant, he was sold
to a Hollywood trainer who renamed him "George." While in
entertainment, he worked in movies and television for a few
years. When he was too big to work, he was sent to another
breeder who called him "Harry" and then to the Arkansas
safari park where they called him "Larry"!

At age 25 now, Larry is a friendly and playful chimpanzee and
is in the process of being introduced to other chimpanzees at
the sanctuary. He was born at the same Missouri facility where
many of our other former pet and entertainment chimpanzees
were born, so he has siblings and cousins here.

Larry is adapting well to sanctuary life, and we
are happy to have him here to meet his family
members and to be part of our Center family!
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CHIMP MIGRATION

One of the remarkable advantages of our Center's innovative
nearly 2-mile aerial trailway system is the freedom of
movement it offers our chimpanzees and orangutans. This
unique system provides them with a multitude of spaces to
explore as they roam across the sanctuary grounds.

Earlier this year, in a momentous event, caregivers
orchestrated the movement of 37 of our chimpanzees to new
areas throughout the sanctuary in a single day. This
ambitious endeavor was part of our ongoing efforts to build
larger social groups and facilitate the introduction of new
companions to one another.

Through this carefully planned migration via the trailways,
these chimpanzees were seamlessly relocated to new
habitats, enriching their lives with fresh environments and the
prospect of new friendships. This move will help support our
primate residents' social well-being and natural behaviors.
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New friends Bo and Bella Kenzy and Noelle Brooks, Kenya, and Mowgli are
exploring a “new-to-them” habitat

CHIMPANZEE INTRODUCTIONS

Chimpanzee Jeeter arrived along with the "Sunshine Seven" from Wildlife Waystation in California in 2021,
making them the “Great Eight.” He was a private pet raised in a human home until his owner dropped him off

at the Waystation in 2018. . . ;
s Like many of our orangutan and chimpanzee residents

who were previously kept as pets, Jeeter has had to learn
to "chimp" and live among others of his own kind.

Over the last two years, he has met other chimpanzees at
the pace he is most comfortable with, and we are excited
to announce that Jeeter has successfully integrated into
a chimp group!

Jeeter's new friends include Maggie, Angel, Ellie, and
Bella. All four females enjoy being around him, grooming,
e tickling, and sharing a meal together. We're very grateful
% ;‘ Y that this introduction has gone so well and that Jeeter

gy ‘n—"’ .-I- ‘:'C . . . .
Bella and Jeeter spending time together finally has companions of his own species.



VISITOR FROM HOLLYWOOD

Disney's new movie Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes is
currently in theaters now, and all the chimpanzees, orangutans,
bonobos, and gorillas in the movie are CGI (computer graphic
imaging). One of the stars of the film, actor Owen Teague, plays
the lead chimpanzee Noa, the young and curious “chimp hero”
of the movie.

Movie producers Amanda Silver and Rick Jaffa called us in
2022 and asked if Owen could visit for a few days to observe
chimpanzee behavior, movement, and communication in his
preparation for filming the movie. Owen met all our
chimpanzees but immediately was drawn to adolescent Bentley,
the youngest male chimp at the Center. Owen said that Bentley
had the youth and curiosity in his eyes that he saw in the movie
character Noa, so he chose Bentley as his muse or “spirit ape.”

Since the filming was completed in Australia and New Zealand,
Owen has visited the Center for Great Apes (and Bentley) again,
spending a week helping to build fences, pressure wash
facilities, and prepare for our holiday member event.

Owen’s biggest Fan Club is here in Wauchula - our staff and
volunteers at the Center for Great Apes!

Interesting side note: The movie’s audio crew sent equipment
for us to record orangutan long-calls, so if you see the movie,
you might just hear Linus, Pongo, Christopher and BamBam!

VITAL TO OUR WORK - VOLUNTEERS

Our volunteers are vital to the sanctuary's operations and help
us in many ways. Classes are held twice a year, in January and
again in July, with about 8 to 10 people per class.

Volunteers share their skills and interests by choosing duties
and projects to assist with. They help with many tasks, such as
preparing diets for the apes, making enrichment toys,
laundering ape blankets, cleaning habitats, and maintaining our
grounds with gardening projects. Some volunteers also give
educational outreach talks and lead member tours.

For more information about the CGA volunteer program, visit
our website at CenterforGreatApes.org/volunteer/.

Volunteer Highlight:

Dr. James Pyle, a longtime Wauchula dentist for the past 40+
years, retired two years ago and decided to become a regular
volunteer at the Center for Great Apes. An avid gardener, Dr.
Pyle helps our maintenance crew 2-3 days a week by keeping
the grounds weeded, trimmed, raked, mowed, and cleaned, and
they look beautiful! Thank you, Dr. Pyle!

Actor Owen Teague lends a hand before
Member Day
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CAHAYA UPDATE

bt TR e e L ik Our little surprise orangutan turned four years
' e i old in February and is energetic, playful, and
often rowdy. Growing up with her orangutan
family cared for by her mother, father, and Aunt
Keagan, Cahaya has had constant attention and
is very confident in most of the things she does.

Cahaya is still very petite but has a huge
personality. She loves to put toys and buckets
on her head, splash in little tubs of water and
hide under blankets as she walks around like a
ghost. She often tears up the grass in her
habitat while digging big, muddy holes and
enjoys playfully pestering her father, Archie.
She will also share snacks with her Aunt Keagan
and snuggle with her mother, Sunshine, when
she’s tired. In other words, she’s a normal little
orangutan!

CARTING US AROUND

As the sanctuary has grown to 150 acres, with over 30 acres in the
middle containing the orangutan and chimpanzee habitats, walking
from one area to another is no longer practical. So our ape
caregivers, our food prep team, our maintenance team, and our
office staff all use golf carts to get around. They deliver large tubs
of ape diets, carry heavy enrichment materials, distribute supplies,
haul around the tools for repairs, and just get from one area to
another as quickly as possible.

Golf carts are a necessary part of our operations and activities now.
We have some golf carts that have been donated to the Center and = :
other used ones we purchased as inexpensively as possible. But pejivering diets to the nighthouses
we need more! So, if you have a golf cart that you would like to
donate, it will certainly be appreciated and very useful in our daily
activities of caring for the apes.

Please call our Donor Relations Team at (863)767-8903.
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With a lifespan of over 40 years,
4-year-old Cahaya will need care
at the sanctuary for years to come.

Please consider making the
Center for Great Apes a part of your
legacy with Planned Giving.

For more information, visit
https://centerforgreatapes.org/
legacy-planned-giving/

N or call (863) 767-8903 ext. 230

Picking up compost't the end of the dé :
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